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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


given by Miss Barnett on “ Sense and the Senses, ” followed by ^ 
discussion. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 3rd, when Miss Stones 
(late of Newnham), will address the members on “ The Principles 
and Methods of Teaching in America.” 

Brighton Centre. - On the 28th February Miss E. A. Barnett lectured 
on “ The Basis of Education : what we build on and how we build.” 
Owing to the weather it was not so well attended as usual. 

On 30th March Miss Eva Young spoke on “ Keyboard Notation.” 
The lecture was well attended and several new members joined. 

On the 10th April the committee has invited Mr. R. Somervell 
Assistant Master at Harrow, to lecture in the pavilion on “ Lessons 
before school, or what to teach as preparation for school.” This 
being an open meeting it is hoped that members will bring as many 
friends as possible. For information apply to Mrs. William Borrer 
Pakyns Manor, Hurstpierpoint. 

Hastings and St. Leonards Centre —Hon. Sec . ; Mrs. Edward 
Venables, St. Bernard’s Lodge, S. Leonard’s. A meeting took place 
on March 5th. The local president, the Rev. Canon Sanderson, took 
the chair, and spoke of the benefit the Parents’ Union might be to 
the place, after which a paper was read by Miss E. A. Barnett. On 
April 30th there is to be a lecture on “A child’s leisure,” bv 
Mrs Ormiston Chant. ’ y 

Reading Branch.-/*,* : W. Salmon, Esq., 56, London Street. 

Kendal BRANCH.-Zfo*. .• Colin Somervell, Esq. 

Cardief Branch.-^. Sec. : Mrs. Greener, 1, Clare Street, River- 

l \' nau S ural meet >"g of this branch is to be held on April 10th 

when an address will be delivered by Miss Forsyth. ? 

«2£riMd ine fy in iVlay ’ which members and their friends 

Pianoforte,” by Mrs Sne 6 S lven on “ The Rational Teaching of the 

at 7, Chelsea ILbankLoT^ k^nc" Tuesday l ^ ay 22nd - at 5 P-™> 
Tickets will be forwarHpH ’ ^ t permissl0n °f the Lady Monkswell. 
Street, S W. ^ ° n a P phcation to the Secretary, 28, Victoria 

Dramatic Art to thf E th ks ^f ° n ‘‘ The Relation of Musical and 

lectures on “Ibsen,” by Miss M° Lducatlon >” and will include two 
by Mr. G. Ashton Tonson TW ' S : two lectures on “ Wagner,” 
18th, 25th, and June 1st at p be held on Frida ys, May 11th, 
Mrs. John Ellis, at 8 as n m ^ x- ° rtman Square, by kind permission of 
•43 p.m. Tickets fo. the course, 5/-. 

Hon. Local Secs, are reauestrj * 

delay, reports of all matter f ■ ° senc * to the undersigned, without 
written on one side of the t>at> °' ln * eres t connected with their branches, 
or other gapers they may /rLfg* 1 ™ 20 C0 * ,ies °f an y prospectuses 
Carlton Hill, London, N. w. Henry Perr ™, Hon. Org. Sec.. S, 
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A mon ™lv magazine 

OK HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

" . dfedpfc, , Be,.,, 

,iWYS ’ G,RLS . and character. 

BV Mrs. Arthur h. D. Acland. 

“Noble Character comes first 

The whole human being is the teacher’s care.” 

ose, who are m charge of children, do well to encourage, or 
° dlscoura ge in themselves the attitude of mind which 
results in conversations like the following:— 

“Missie! you must not do that!” says the person in 
authority. 

“ Why r ” 

“ Because you are a girl ! ” 

“ But Willie does it ! ” 

^h ! He is a boy ! ” or again — 

Johnnie ! Johnnie ! you must not cry for such little 
things.” 

“ Why not ?” 

B is so like a girl!” 

* Addresses on Education. — Thring. 

VOL. V. — NO. 4. K 
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HOYS, GIRLS AND CHARACTER. 


In the one case the girl is to have a higher standard than 
the boy. He may be rough, she may not. In the other case 
the boy is to have a higher standard than the girl. He must 
be brave, she need not. 

I once heard a dear and kindly old gentleman speaking to 
some school children. He was supposed to be a great 
teacher, and we hoped to learn much from his address. What 
did he say ? He told the girls to be modest, and the boys to 
be brave, and also to work diligently. This set me thinking 
“Were not the boys to be modest too? Was bravery less 
important for a woman than in a man r Was not diligence 
in work important for everybody r If modesty is good it is 
good for all. If bravery and diligence are good they are 
good in all. If gentleness and thoughtfulness are good they 
are as good in the strong man as in the weaker woman, as 
important in her as in him.” 

At the outset of the discussion I would say emphatically, 
that it is not my object to raise the question of natural 
differences between the sexes. This is a question for men of 
science, and educators gratefully accept any light which they 
can throw on a most interesting and difficult subject. My 
object is, rather, to suggest discussion on the question 
whether we, as educators, do well to hinder, by the mental 
atmosphere with which we surround the children, the develop- 
ment in both boys and girls of virtues and characteristics, 
common to both, but more generally present in one or the 
other sex. Our object should be not to eliminate the character- 
istic qualities of either sex, but rather to stimulate in both 

bovs and girls the growth of what is good and valuable 
in both. 

George Meredith says: “Tou meet now and then men who 
^ Ve 1 e u ^ man i n them without being womanized ; they are 
pic o men. And the choicest women are those who 
vie not a eather of their womanliness for some amount of 
manlike strength.” 

See . ms as ^ some of the virtues were easier to boys, 

are inn wV* , °/ S are S’ ener ally braver than girls. Girls 
thev h °ugh tful and gentle than boys. Is it because 

virtues v. ^ t ^° tra ^ ners °f the children select those 

breadth nf l ° eac | 1 sex • Or is it because they lack 
view, and in the future man and woman they 


boys, girls and 


character. 
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overlook the importance of “ Char^T^TT - 
strong and beautiful ? Character at once 

To g°> for a moment, awav from th„ 
and to turn to manual dexteritv T • m ° ra point of view 
boy to know how to use his fingers skilfnH dlSadvanta g e to a 
present at accidents? To sav th- not often 

many gashes in his own chin mitrin' if ° ^ accidents > how 

how much more quickly healed in tb aV °. lded ’ and if made 

men had been trained in the skilful 6Se days . of shaving, if 

Again, is it a bad thing f or a Sri ^ b m ° Wn fin S ers? 

of a door-or to see what is ZoZ ^V° ^ the lock 

we find that boys are scarcely evV? ^ ? &S ? - A ° d yet 

form of training to finger tins nee 11 \ * nv£duab le 

t s , unger tips, needle-work, while girls are 

scarcely ever taught even how to drive in a nail strafght and 

without bruising their fingers. ® a 

We parents, now-a-days, are getting a great deal of help 
about child-training, and one of the things most constantly 
enforced upon us is the amount of time wasted in quite early 
life by want of training in matters which are far harder to 
learn afterwards. That idea comes in here. Do we not, every 
day, see little boys encouraged, even when in arms, in rough 
ways ? Later “ because he is such a little man," our future 
householder is allowed to lose his temper, and to break his 
own and other people's toys with impunity. He may roast 
his sisters' dolls (“dolls are such silly things,” he saysj.t 
He may bully the nursery cat, he may bang doors. Even in 
his mother's drawing-room a boy may tumble about on sofas 
and chairs in a way of which his sisters would never dream ! 
Because “ boys will be boys," are they not allowed to feel 
that it is their prerogative to rule, and their duty to get what 
they want, never mind at what cost ? 

In later life with what trouble grown men have to learn 
their deficiencies ! With what bitter grief they have often to 
realise that life contains problems too complicated to be solved 
by courage alone, and intricacies so subtle that something more 

tHere is a muddle ! We encourage our girls to love dolls, but we encourage our 
boys to break them. “ Oh no, I don’t encourage him, I am very vexed about it, 
says an indignant mother. Pardon, Madam ! I mistook— you have only encouraged 
him to grow up rough, and unsympathetic towards other people s 1 es an s <-s 
and to think destruction “manly” and worthy to be admired, t at is you 
done But the consequences ought not to surprise, though they may vex yo 
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BOYS, 


GIRLS AND CHARACTER, 


is required than a mere “manly ” determination to conquer 
We have heard of exquisite butterflies being crushed bv 
the hard finger of the would-be tender examiner. 

Then think of girls. “ My tender little maiden, she is 
afraid of being alone. Nurse ! she must never be left.” “ p ut 
on your best frock, my sweet. People like little girlies to look 
smart.” “Oh! Hush! you must not ask such things. Little 
girls must not know anything about that.” “ If people ask 
you dear, say ‘so and so.’” What do these things mean; 
The future woman is to be so timid that she would walk 
weary miles rather than face a cow. She is to dress to be 
looked at. She is to be unknowing of truth. She is taught 
to tell small fibs. Her life is often so sheltered that she 
becomes periously near to being, mentally, like an old-time 
Chinese footed woman. Being sensitive, imaginative, inclined 
to love admiration, and very secretive, she is never to be 
taught from babyhood upwards that the perfect woman is 
noble, brave, truthful, loving and dependable. When she 
left a widow, has a son hurt by an accident in Switzerland 
she cannot go to nurse him unless she is “ taken ” She 
cannot sleep without a man in the house, “ she is so nervous ” 
She has work to do-she is all soul, and does not know by 
which end to take it. More, she has boys to bring up— she 

bee°n an" y a he ° UtSldes of men ’ s lives such lives as she has 

with them See ‘ ^ haS n ° C ° mmon meeti "S ground 

cries in rJ h® l*™ 01 hdp ^ She Wrin ? s her hands and 

helnlesslv fl arkness > Im agming, fearing and trembling, 

slrone^to lparf^m alon *> whe ~ her steps should be 

this ? Are we a f • i { 3X6 girls S ° often brought up like 

“lose the chTh, 1 L ’ u Ugh TennyS ° n is not - ^at they will 
lose the child-like in the larger mind ? ” || 

now t^too ~ ^ and -men, we must not, 

difficulties which must 1V and l^cuf ^ UpleS and of the 
married lives spoilt because of the Tm But . are not some 
couple has received— somethin^ aft trammg each of the 

made pair of fire-tongs? Look afit thZ & "TT ° f a badly ' 
at the “ lover ” stave ell thl va V — I' 1 the beginning, 

^Jtage, all seemsjvell. They are united and 


+ Ought there to be any wonder that t • c 

of the daughters ” if theie ls fear ,n S( > 

II Princess. CrS ' ° UblCS 3,6 manufac tured like this. 


many people of a “ revolt 




blissful in the thought tint- ^ — — — 

interest is to be theirs for ever Hf l and a common 
know about a woman’s interests m r? Ut What does he 
What does she know of his^ Oftl ^ 75 ° f lo ° kin ^ at things ? 
for them than is implied fo ru nni 18 ^ m ° re in Commoa 
contact, their minds are quite if by Slde ’ but without 
comes old age, comrades of Then 

pleasures are curtailed, their lives dulled^ ^ ° ff ~ their 
and gruel. And now thev bee-in t d , down to ar m-chairs 

ffTheyT ! 

t?. 

of fortune they do hannen tn Vnr. t g by some twist 
^ y . na PP en to knock against each other it is 

for too short a time to bring anything but regret. “I never 

was'a.<bov° ; ' Th UW,heykn °'^ SI " -- -girl' He 
was a boy. They were not “ characters.” 

•f °, . n °; le * us drift into discussion of what games are 
sui able for boys, and what for girls. Neither let us stray 
away to consider what are the varying duties which have to 
be done by men and women when mature life is reached. 
Let us look at life as a whole, let us realise clearly that we 
are training “ human beings,” and let us see whether much 
that we lament in the world is due to the spirit which makes 
mothers cry, “tell me how to deal with my ‘girls’;” “advise 
me how to bring up my ‘ boys.’ ” 

Is this attitude of mind mistaken, or is it not ? 

Is it not a fact that what makes a human being either 
valuable to the community or a mere “ hindrance to civiliza- 
tion,” is “ Character ? ” 

How then shall we best contribute to the good of the 
future ? Is it by thinking of, and treating, our children as 
“ boys ” and “ girls,” or by never failing to look at them as 
“ Characters ? ” 

ft is Character as a whole which makes or mars the life ? 


